ABSTRACT
INTRODUCTION
Longan (Euphoria longana Lamk.) is a subtropical fruit widely grown in northern Thailand and is found in Southeast Asia, China and Taiwan. Longan can be consumed as fresh and processed products (Rangkadilok et al., 2005) , such as canned longan in syrup and dried fruit, as well as used in cuisine. Most longan, Edor cultivar, is commercially grown for the dried fruit market, either as dried pulp or dried whole fruit. This fruit is said to invigorate the heart and spleen, nourish the blood and have a calming effect on the nervous system; moreover, dried longan is often used as an herbal medicine to cure stomach pain, febrifuge, and as an antidote for poison (Prasad et al., 2009a) . Longan has been reported to have pharmacological properties, such as reducing contraction of the blood ves-
